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 We must now learn to distinguish between "religiosity" and "discipleship of 

Christ." "Religion" was an essential part of medieval culture. "Irreligion" is an 

essential part of modern culture. What is of importance today is not to get modern 

man to accept religion as a human or cultural value (he may do so or he may not), 

but to let him see that we are witnesses of Christ, of the new creation, of the 

resurrection, of the Living God: and that is something that goes far beyond the 

cultural phenomenon of religion... . 

 Today a new and more biblical understanding of the contemplative life is 

called for: we must see it as a response to the dynamic word of God in history, we 

must see it in the light of biblical eschatology. The contemplative finds God not in 

the embrace of "pure love" alone but in the prophetic ardor of response to the 

"word of the Lord": not in love considered as essential good but in love that breaks 

through into the world of sinful men in the fire of judgment and of mercy. The 

contemplative must see love not only as the highest and purest experience of the 

human heart transformed by grace, but as God's unfailing fidelity to unfaithful 

man. 

 The contemplative life is not only Eros, (the yearning of the human heart for 

the vision of beauty), but also Agape, (surrender to the inexplicable mercy which 

comes to us from God entirely on his own terms, in the context of our personal and 

social history). Once this has been said, Eros cannot be excluded. However, it 

remains always secondary. 

 God speaks to us not only in the bible, not only in the secret inspirations of 

our own hearts, but also through the public and manifest events of our own time, 

and above all through the Church. The radical change in the Church's attitude 

toward the modern world was one of the significant events that marked Vatican II. 

In the light of the Council it is no longer possible to take a completely negative 

view of the modern world. It is no longer possible, even for contemplatives, to 

simply shut out the world, to ignore it, to forget it, in order to relish the private 

joys of contemplative Eros. 

 To insist on the cultivation of total recollection for the sake of this Eros and 

its consolations would be pure and simple selfishness. It would also mean a failure 

to really deepen the true Christian dimensions of Agape which are the real 

dimensions of the contemplative life. This is where so much confusion arises. 

 The "openness" that is asked of contemplatives by the church is then not a 

mere matter of relaxation, not an expedient for making life more livable. The real 

purpose of openness is to renew life in the Spirit, life in love. A greater love and 

understanding of people is no obstacle to a true growth in contemplation, for 

contemplation is rooted and grounded in charity. 

 A more generous sharing of the values of the contemplative life will 

increase our love instead of diminishing it. It will also increase our understanding 

of and appreciation for our own vocation. Obviously, a great deal of prudence will 

be required, but we should not be so afraid of mistakes that we fail to make 

necessary changes. 


