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 As today we hold our burning candles, who could fail immediately to 

recall that venerable old man who, on this day, took Jesus in his arms, the Word 

who was latent in a body as light is in wax, and declared him to be the light to 

enlighten the nations? Indeed, Simeon himself was also a bright and shining 

lamp, which bore witness to the light. He came to the temple under the 

influence of the Spirit which filled him precisely in order that, receiving your 

loving-kindness, O God, in the midst of your temple, he might proclaim Jesus as 

that loving-kindness and the light of your people. 

 There, then, is the candle alight in Simeon's hands: do you light your own 

candles by enkindling them at his -- those lamps which the Lord commanded 

you to have in your hands. Come to him and be enlightened so that you do not 

so much carry lamps as become them, shining within and without for yourselves 

and for your neighbors. So may there be a lamp in your heart, in your hand and 

in your mouth: let the lamp in your heart shine for yourself, the lamp in your 

hand and mouth for your neighbors. The lamp in your heart is faith-inspired 

reverence, the lamp in your hand the example of good works, the lamp in your 

mouth edifying speech. We have to shine not only before other people by our 

good works and by what we say, but also before the angels by prayer and before 

God by our purpose. In the presence of the angels our lamp is reverence without 

alloy when we sing attentively in their sight or pray fervently; before God our 

lamp is a single-minded resolve to please him alone to whom we have com-

mended ourselves. 

 In order to light all these lamps for yourselves, approach the source of 

light and become enlightened -- I mean Jesus who shines in Simeon's hands to 

light up your faith, shine on your works, inspire your speech, make your prayer 

fervent and refine your intentions. Then when the lamp of this life goes out, 

there will appear for you who had so many lamps shining within you the light of 

unquenchable life, and it will shine for you at evening like the brightness of 

midday. Though you may have thought yourself completely used up, you will 

rise like the daystar and your darkness will be as bright as noon. No longer will 

you need the sun to shine for you by day nor will the brightness of the moon 

give you light; instead the Lord will be an everlasting light for you because the 

luminary of the new Jerusalem is the Lamb. To him be praise and splendor for 

ever. Amen. 
 


