
Byron Wells 

February 2018 -  Topic Hospitality and Service 

Beloved Friends, 

I will be facilitating our discussion upon the Cistercian Charism of Hospitality next week for our February 
Gathering Day. After studying hospitality in my D. Min. studies and also during my Sabbatical in 2015, I was 
first drawn to the MOHS to experience it and to learn more about its ancient Christian roots.  

I suggest you read Chapter 53 of the Rule of St. Benedict as a starting point. If you have time, you may also 
want to read Chapter 56 and Chapter 66 which also touches on hospitality.  

Below you will find some readings and questions for our discussion. I look forward to being with you all on 
Saturday, February 3rd. 
 
Peace, 
Byron 
 

 

Wisdom Distilled from the Daily: Living the Rule of St. Benedict Today 
by Joan Chittister 

 
I discovered, you see, that real Benedictinism requires us to pour ourselves out for the other, to give ourselves 
away, to provide the staples of life, both material and spiritual, for one another. The question is not whether 
what we have to give is sufficient for the situation or not. The question is simple whether or not we have 
anything to give. That’s what hospitality is all about. Not abundance and not totality. Just sharing. Real 
sharing.   Pg 123 
 
Benedictine spirituality says that we must continue to beg the stranger to come into our lives because in the 
stranger may come the only honesty and insight we can get in our plastic worlds.  Pg. 125 
 
It is so easy to give clothes to the poor but refuse to honor the ones to whom we have given the goods. Who 
says “Pardon me” to the down-and-outers who hang at the kitchen doors and garbage cans of our cities? Who 
sits and talks to the unskilled workers who clean the office buildings of our towns? Who makes friends with the 
people on the other side of town, the ones who aren’t “our kind of folk?” 
                Everyone---everyone---is received as Christ. Everyone receives a warm answer---on the phone, at 
the door, in the office. Sarcasm has no room here. Put-downs have no room here. One-upmanship has no 
room here. Classism has no room here. The Benedictine heart is to be a place without boundaries, a place 
where the truth of the oneness of all things shatters all barriers, a point where all the differences of the world 
meet and melt, where Jew and Gentile, slave and free, woman and man all come together as equals.  pg 127-
128. 
 

Monastic Practices by Charles Cummings OCSO 

 
A deep and loving acceptance of others as they are means that I say yes to them at this time because they are 
part of God’s will for me at this time. Acceptance does not necessarily mean praising them, nor does it mean 
blindness to their obvious flaws and wounded-ness.  Acceptance means that I affirm this brother or sister whom 
God has called to this place for the sake of attaining the fullness of the stature of Christ.  pg. 155. 
 

Seeking God: The Way of St. Benedict by  Esther de Waal 
 
The outcome of this is that the Rule shows respect for each single person whoever they may be, irrespective of 
class, background, professional skill. This totally cuts through the sham that any one person is superior to any 
other or could have more value than another. Without being a revolutionary or a subversive St. Benedict quietly 



challenged the preconceptions of his day and questioned much that was generally accepted in the ordering of 
society. Pg. 117. 
 
For “Let everyone that comes be received as Christ,” that most familiar phrase of the Rule, at once says that 
hospitality means more than simply the open door, and the place at the table; it means warmth, acceptance, 
enjoyment in welcoming whoever has arrived. Pg. 120. 
 
For if we are really to receive everyone as Christ that means that we must respect each as made in the image 
of God and not in the image of ourselves. Pg 121. 
  

Radical Hospitality: Benedict’s Way of Love by  Lonni Collins Pratt 
and Father Daniel Homan, OSB 

 
The people we encounter daily at the gas station and grocery store and flower shop, aren’t incidental to our 
lives. Benedict teaches us that if we close ourselves to the stranger, we close ourselves to the Sacred.  Pg. 23 
 
Merely being nice to people does not fulfill the deep requirements of Benedictine hospitality. We must let the 
person stir us; we must connect.   Pg 59 
 
The essence of hospitality is receiving the stranger while letting them remain a stranger. By letting the stranger 
into our “dwelling” (not necessarily a physical structure), we let them into our emotional and spiritual space. We 
welcome them to be heard and understood, we accept what they choose to reveal of themselves, and we 
accept them if they reveal little or nothing….There is a value in the unknowing between people. Extending 
hospitality to the people we know means that we allow them freedom to make mistakes. It means we give them 
room to be who they are, rather than who we want them to be. 

 
The mystery of the other is a reflection of God’s mystery as well. God is ultimately the stranger who 

comes to us, the stranger within, the stranger who intrudes with her neediness and her hurting. God is the 
stranger we never quite understand.  Pg. 88-89  

 
 
 

Questions for discussion 

1.       Chapter 53 of the Rule of St. Benedict says three times that guests should be received as if they are 
Christ. How do you seek to live that out each day? 

2.       When have you invited the stranger in? What was your experience of the moment? Where was the Divine 
in the moment? 

3.       Joan Chittister says “The Benedictine heart is to be a place without boundaries, a place where the truth of 
the oneness of all things shatters all barriers, a point where all the differences of the world meet and melt, 
where Jew and Gentile, slave and free, woman and man all come together as equals.” How can we strive to 
make sure our hearts maintain shattered boundaries? 

4.       When have you seen Christ in the face of the other? 

5.       Benedict seeks a balance between sharing hospitality and maintaining the activities of the cloister. How do 
you achieve that balance in your own lives? 

 
 


